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T
he Sri Lanka Institute of In-
formation Technology (SLI-
IT), a pioneer in Sri Lanka’s 
Higher Education sector,  

signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the Old Boys’ As-
sociation of Ananda College, Colom-
bo (ACOBA), one of the prestigious 
schools in the country, with a long 
history of achievements and reputa-
tion. This special educational oppor-
tunity is being provided to graduates 
of Ananda College so that they may 
attend SLIIT as part of a partnership 
between the two Institutions that will 
mutually benefi t both parties.

The event occurred on October 
13, 2022 at Ananda College Colombo, 
in the presence of a bilateral delega-
tion representing SLIIT and ACOBA. 
The Memorandum of Understanding 
was signed by Prof. Nimal Rajapak-
se, Deputy Vice-Chancellor of SLIIT, 
and Bimal Wijayasinghe, Executive 
President of the ACOBA. Moreover, 
the Principal of Ananda College, Lal 
Dissanayake, the Vice President of 
ACOBA, Dinuka Chandrakeerthi, and 
the Executive committee member, 
Hiran Hasitha, were also present at 
the ceremony to represent Ananda 
College. While  Yashas Mallawarach-
chi -  Director/Academic Affairs and 
Academic Relations,  Mrs. Roshani 
Madarasinghe - Head/Marketing, Thi-
ranjaya Meegasdeniya - Assistant 
Manager Marketing andMs. Dilmi 
Anoratna - Management Associate 

Marketing represented SLIIT.
The proposal for the MoU was 

presented by the Ananda College 
Old Boys’ Association, established in 
1908 under the guidance of the late 
Sir D. B. Jayatilaka, the Principal at 
the time. The association embarked 
on this new project to campaign for 
benefi t packages for the members of 
the ACOBA, which currently has an 
active membership network of more 
than10,000 members. With the MoU 
in place, ACOBA members may re-
ceive discounts on course fees and 
scholarship opportunities from SLIIT 
by presenting their ACOBA Member-
ship Card.  The Executive President of 
ACOBA, Bimal Wijayasinghe,stated, 
“On behalf of Ananda College and 
ACOBA, I take this opportunity to 
extend my heartfelt gratitude to the 
management of SLIIT for partnering 
with us and for showing interest in of-
fering scholarships to the top students 
and also concession rates for Old 
Anandians willing to pursue Higher 

Studies at SLIIT. This will be a mutual-
ly benefi cial partnership for both or-
ganisations. We fi rmly believe that the 
alumni of Ananda College will stand 
to gain more as they will be exposed to 
a plethora of Higher Education oppor-
tunities as a result of this endeavour”.

SLIIT, established in 1999, has 
fl ourished over the past two decades 
as a private, non-Governmental In-
stitution that not only opens doors 
for students to get their Higher Edu-
cation in IT and other fi elds but also 
plays a signifi cant role in provid-
ing human resources needed for the 
country’s export economy. SLIIT has 
made quite a name for itself, having 
over 96% of its graduates currently 
employed in their fi eld of study.

Prof. Nimal Rajapakse, Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, SLIIT, said,”The 
MoU entails various mutual bene-
fi ts for SLIIT and ACOBA. By foster-
ing closer ties between schools and 
Higher Education Institutions, agree-
ments of this nature will guide stu-

dents to choose their next step in ed-
ucation a� er they fi nish their school 
education and achieve their career 
aspirations.With the fi nancial crisis at 
its peak, we believe partnerships like 
this will support theyouth and the 
country. SLIIT is an agile Institution 
committed to quality, excellence and 
economic development going beyond 
the traditional roles of an ivory tower. 
It is, therefore, with great joy that SLI-
IT signs this MoU with ACOBA to sup-
port the next generation of leaders 
to get a high-quality education and 
become productive and responsible 
citizens”.

Furthermore, ACOBA and SLIIT 
hope to partner with many events 
in the future to provide knowledge-
sharing sessions at Ananda College 
and other activities to help school 
students and undergraduates devel-
op personal attributes, gain practical 
knowledge and learn employability 
skills as they progress through their 
education.

“Let the beauty of what you love 
be what you do” – Rumi

A
t times, it’s like grop-
ing in the dark when it 
comes in picking the 
type of career that best 
suits you just a� er the 

graduation. Graduates and Post-
graduates including professionals 
are always at crossroads when it 
comes to the selection of career 
that best suit them. An appropri-
ate, comforting solution must be 
chosen for the burden of future 
path. If you do what you love, you 
will never work a day in your life. 
Being happy at work and loving 
what you do is an overall produc-
tivity booster and enhances per-
formance. People who enjoy their 
jobs are more likely to be optimis-
tic, motivated, learn faster, 
make fewer mistakes, 
and better business 
decisions.

Your mind 
does not know 
how to dif-
ferentiate be-
tween what is 
real and what 
is not, and by 
repeating these 
words to your-
self, you will attract 
the right people, the 
right ideas, the right 
circumstance, and all 
that you need in order 
to become the person 
you want to become. 
So if you are willing to 
start the voyage of dis-
covery into unknown 
lands and rediscover 
yourself, if you are 
willing to experience 
some short-term pain 
and discomfort so 
that you can later ex-
perience real happi-
ness, you will be able 
to do what you love 
and be successful at 
it.

People must al-
ways do what they prefer and 
what they love. In that case we 
must do what we love, to follow 
our bliss, listen to the heart and 
intuition, and know that by doing 
so, success will have no choice 
but to follow us wherever we go. 
Especially when you get stuck in a 
job you don’t love, hearing words 
like: doing what you love, success, 
and passion can be quite irritat-
ing.

I guess that’s because most of 
us live with this impression that 
we don’t really have control over 

our lives; over what happens to 
us; over our happiness and un-
happiness. And that we are vic-
tims of a world that pushes us 
around. But in truth, we do have 
a choice. We do have the power 
and ability to shi�  our lives in the 
right direction. What you have 
to offer no other person in the 
world has. These are our unique 
gi� s and talents, the things we are 
born with. And if we choose to fo-
cus and work on them and with 
them, we will encounter success. 
That’s how we achieve happiness, 
balance and harmony in all areas 
of our lives.

If right now, you are in a place 
where you aren’t exactly doing 
the things you love, or maybe, 
you can’t even get a job, you might 
want to pause for a while and start 
asking yourself a couple of ques-
tions, questions that might help 
you discover what is it that you re-
ally want, why is it that your life is 
the way it is, where would you like 
to be headed, how does the per-
fect life looks for you, and many 
other questions that might help 
you get back on the right track 

and start living the life that 
you really deserve.

These are some 
things you might 
consider that may 
be you haven’t 
thought about, or 
maybe you were 
too afraid to do it 

because of the an-
swers you might have 

got, but if you really 
want to make your 
dreams become re-
ality, you will have 
to face them all. Al-
ways choose to focus 
on the things you do 
want to attract in your 
life, always choose to 
focus on that which is 
positive rather than 
negative, and picture 
yourself as already 
having the life that 
you want for your-
self, knowing that by 
doing so, you will at-
tract all that you need 
in order to make your 
dreams become a re-
ality.

If you want to be 
happy you should 

work with love. Work with the 
things you are passionate about. 
And in doing so you will discover 
things about yourself you never 
dreamed were possible.

When you use these two pow-
erful words “I am”, followed by 
any statement, visualising it, and 
adding emotion and certainty to 
it, you become one with it and 
it becomes one with you. When 
you combine these two powerful 
words with emotion and images, 
the whole universe will conspire 
to make it happen.

  

Vasana 
Abeynayake 
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WE DO HAVE 

THE POWER AND 

ABILITY TO SHIFT 

OUR LIVES IN THE 

RIGHT DIRECTION. 

WHAT YOU HAVE TO 

OFFER NO OTHER 

PERSON IN THE 

WORLD HAS

PROSPER YOUR DREAMS:

DO WHAT YOU 

LOVE

P
rofessor (Dr.) Capt. Nalaka Jayakody, a re-
nowned intellect in the Academic and Ma-
rine disciplines both nationally and inter-
nationally, was recently acknowledged with 

the Outstanding Alumnus award by the World Mar-
itime University (WMU)at the 2022 Graduation Cer-
emony held on in Malmö, Sweden on October 31..

The decision to award this title comes from its 
Board of Governors, made up of 30 members from 
various countries and having a range of expertise, 
ex offi cio members who represent the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO), the Government of 

Sweden and the City of Malmö.
The ceremony was attended by the Chancellor/

Secretary General IMO H E Kitack Lim, President of 
WMU Dr. Cleopatra Duombia-Henry, Board of Gov-
ernors, WMU staff and many special invitees and 
dignitaries.  Prof. Jayakody is the fi rst and only recip-
ient of this prestigious recognition from South Asia. 
In his speech at the President’s dinner, Prof Jayakody 
said, “This remarkable acknowledgement certainly 
marks an important milestone in both my career 
and life, and to also make my country (Sri Lanka) 
proud in the midst of the nation’s diffi cult and chal-

lenging times’. To date, Prof. Jayakody is also the fi rst 
and only Sri Lankan Master Mariner to obtain a Doc-
torate and become a Professor. 

Dr. Cleopatra Doumbia-Henry, President, World 
Maritime University said, “We are proud to recog-
nise such an eminent graduate, and one who has 
made such an impact in the fi eld of maritime and 
education. Professor Jayakody is an example of how, 
if we work together, we can transform our world and 
ensure sustainable development for everyone in it”.

Prof. Jayakody graduated with a MSc in Mari-
time Education and Training  (MET) from WMU in 
2001, prior to pursuing his Doctorate in Maritime Af-
fairs from Dalian Maritime University in China. Dur-
ing his study at the WMU, Prof. Jayakody was the VP 
of the Student Council and represented WMU at the 
Malmo Dragon Boat Race for two consecutive years 
including being awarded the Sportsman of the Year 
in 2001.

Some of his key appointments include Advisor - 
National Task Force, IMO implementation of Ballast 
Water Convention including being heavily involved 
in the implementation of STCW 2010, Board Direc-
tor - Maritime Training Academy Seychelles and Fiji 
Maritime Academy, Chairman - Nautical Institute 
(NI-UK) Sri Lanka Branch - Vice President of Char-
tered Institute of Logistics and Transportation (CILT-
UK) Sri Lanka Branch.

Prof. Jayakody was also the Vice President at 
CINEC, President - Sri Lanka Association of Non 
-State Higher Education Institutes, Advisor to Sri 
Lanka Export Development Board (EDB) on Higher 
Education, Advisor to Ministry of Higher Education 
including World Bank projects. Prof .Jayakody is cur-
rently the Vice Chancellor/CEO of Saegis Campus, a 
leading Higher Education Institution in the coun-
try. He was also awarded the International Leader-
ship Innovation Excellence Award in 2019 by IES 
India and ‘Award of Academic Excellence’ 2014 by 
the then President of Sri Lanka. Prior to his stint in 
Academia, Prof. Jayakody is a well experienced Sea-
farer, having sailed with various types of vessels and 
travelled to over 90 countries working with diverse 
cultures and people. He received his maritime train-
ing from the Australian Maritime College (AMC) in-
cluding a Master Mariner qualifi cation from RMIT, 
Australia in 1994.

Prof. Jayakody is also a speaker at various na-
tional and international maritime forums, and have 
signifi cantly assisted and contributed to Sri Lanka’s 
maritime and Higher Education sectors through di-
verse involvements. He is a Fellow and Life Member 
of numerous professional bodies including Compa-
ny of Master Mariners of Sri Lanka.

The World Maritime University (WMU) was 
founded in 1983 by the International Maritime Or-
ganization (IMO), a specialized agency of the United 
Nations, as its premier centre of excellence for mari-
time postgraduate education, research and capacity 
building. The University offers unique postgraduate 
educational programs, undertakes wide-ranging re-
search in maritime and ocean-related studies and 
continues maritime capacity building in line with 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

With 5,634 alumni from 171 countries and ter-
ritories, WMU has created a global network of 
leaders in the maritime and oceans sectors. WMU 
alumni hold positions of prominence around the 
world. They serve as senior maritime offi cials in 
ministries, as directors of shipping companies and 
ports, as heads of Maritime Academies and Naval 
Organizations, and many represent their home 
countries at the IMO and international forums and 
organizations.

Prof. Capt. Nalaka Jayakody brings glory to Sri Lanka

SLIIT joins Ananda College Old Boys’
Association to provide exclusive educational 

opportunities for prospective students
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Ministry of Health 
HOMOEOPATHY MEDICINAL GRADUATE 

DEGREE SCHOLARSHIPS UNDER THE 

AUSPICES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

2022/2023 

Applications are hereby invited by the Ministry of Health for the selection of suitable 

Sri Lankan candidates for the awarding of scholarships to study and follow the 

Homoeopathy Medical Degree course for the academic year 2022-2023 at the National 

Institute of Homoeopathy (NIH) in Calcutta, under the University established at West 

Bengal for ten Sri Lankan students under the auspices of the Indian Government. 

The period of the course is 5 1/2 years. After successfully following and completion 

of the degree course the graduate will be able to practice as a qualifi ed Homoeopathic 

Medical practitioner. 

Qualifi cations:  Candidates who are between 18 and 25 years of age as at 31.12.2022 

with a Credit pass for English Language at G.C.E (Ordinary Level) 

examination and G.C.E. (Advanced level) examination passed in 

all 03 subjects of Physics, Chemistry and Biology in one and the 

same sitting (including the subject of General English) in the Science 

stream are eligible to apply for this scholarship. 

How to Apply:  All applicants should send their duly perfected self-prepared 

applications either by registered post or hand delivered to the 

following address to receive on or before 25.11.2022 stating their 

name, address, date of birth, age , two fi xed and mobile telephone 

nos.(it is essential to mention contact nos. of the candidate) and the 

educational qualifi cations indicating the years of passing the G.C.E. 

(Advanced Level) and G.C.E. (Ordinary Level) examinations etc., with 

all certifi ed copies of relevant certifi cates. A copy of application should 

be sent to the email address of ministryofi ndigenousmedicine@

gmail.com and a copy of it (Bio-data sheet only) should be forwarded 

to the Fax No.011 2112736. 

The address above referred to; 

Additional Secretary (Administration) 

Indigenous Medicine Sector 

Ministry of Health 

3rd Floor, No. 26, Sri Sangaraja Mawatha 

Colombo10 

Selection Procedure: 

Selection of suitable candidates will be carried out on order of merit based on 

highest marks obtained at the interview by the Interview Board. 

Note:  Among the applicants only those having highest qualifi cations will be called 

for the interview. The decision of the Secretary of Ministry of Health in this 

regard is fi nal. Further details regarding the relevant course of the National 

Institute of Homoeopathy (NIH) in Calcutta, could be obtained from the website:             

www.nih.nic.in. 

Ministry of Health will make necessary arrangements to provide one way Air ticket (for 

departure to India only) for the selected candidates. Further details in this regard could 

be obtained by contacting the following telephone no. and forward a request to the 

above mentioned email address (Telephone: 011 2112742). 

S. Janaka Sri Chandragupta 

Secretary 

Ministry of Health 


