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I
n recent times, Australian 
universities have become 
prime educational desti-
nations for international 
students. The University of 
Queensland (UoQ) is one of 

the most popular names among 
them. The recently established 
strategic partnership between the 
SLIIT and UoQ guarantees the stu-
dents a globally recognised high-
er education qualification with 
the opportunity to transfer to the 
world-renowned university. 

Known for the unmatched and 
unparalleled quality of the educa-
tion provided by the institute, SLI-
IT is one of the most recognised 
non-state higher educational insti-
tutes in the country recognised by 
the University Grants Commission 
under the Universities Act. Among 

many other career guiding insti-
tutes, SLIIT is routinely praised 
for its commendable contribution 
towards building a knowledgeable 
society and fostering work-ready 
graduates through its practical-
oriented, globally recognised de-
gree programs.

A testimony to its position as 
a leading international route pro-
gram provider in the South Asian 
region, SLIIT’s partnership with 
UoQ ensures Sri Lankan students 
are provided with the life trans-
formative opportunity that would 
enable them to achieve their edu-
cational aspirations to become fu-
ture leaders in their chosen fields.

Students pursuing higher edu-
cation in engineering discipline 
are able to enrol in Bachelor of En-
gineering (Hons) Civil, Bachelor 

of Engineering (Hons) Electrical, 
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) 
Mechanical with SLIIT, complete 
the first two years in Sri Lanka and 
then transfer to UoQ for the final 
two years. 

Similarly, students who have 
elected to study business studies 
can enrol in Bachelor of Business 
Management, Bachelor of Com-
merce or Bachelor of Economics, 
complete the first year in Sri Lan-
ka and then transfer to prestigious 
UoQ to continue education on site.

UoQ is currently ranked among 
the top five percent of educational 
institutions globally. Alongside 
the global and subject rankings, 
the University has also been hon-
oured among a variety of other 
world rankings.
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University of Sri Lanka 
continuously develops its 
quality of conducting academic, 
research, and extracurricular 
activities as a Green State 
University. The Faculty of 
Management Studies (FMS), 
one of the leading faculties 
of the university with the 
highest student population, 
has contributed immensely to 
national development through 
academic and research activities 
during the past two and half 
decades. The University Grants 
Commission of Sri Lanka has 
awarded FMS as an “A” graded 
faculty considering its academic 
and research excellence.

The FMS is hosting its annual 
conference (i.e., Interdisciplinary 
Conference of Management 
Researchers (ICMR)) for the 7th 
consecutive year on the 16th and 
17th of November 2022 under 
the theme of “Ethical Academic 
Leadership in Economic 
Turbulent Times.”

The conference will provide 
a platform in Sri Lanka for local 
and international researchers 
and academics to disseminate 
their research findings to a global 
audience. Further, it will allow 
researchers and scholars to stay 
connected with the experts in 
the field of management while 
encouraging multidisciplinary 
dialogues between researchers 
and industry practitioners in 
conjunction with different 
research findings and 
implications

Keynote speakers of the 
conference 

The renowned scholars 
in the management field, 
namely Prof. Steve H. Hanke, 
Prof. David A. Aaker, Prof. 
Suhaiza Zailani, and Prof. DG 
Dharmarathna, will grace the 
event as keynote speakers. 
Further, Mr. Lalith Seneviratne 
- Group Chief Executive Officer 
of Sri Lanka Telecom PLC will 
feature as an invited speaker 
representing the industry and 
will share professional advice 
about managing the business in 
economically turbulent times.

Prof. Steve H. Hanke

Prof. Steve H. Hanke is a 
professor of applied economics 
at Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, Maryland, USA.

He is also a senior fellow 
and director of the Troubled 
Currencies Project at the 
libertarian Cato Institute in 
Washington, DC, and co-director 
of the Johns Hopkins University's 
Institute for Applied Economics, 
Global Health, and the Study of 
Business Enterprise in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Prof. Hanke is known 
for his work as a currency 
reformer in emerging-market 
countries.

He is also known for his 
work on currency boards, 
dollarization, hyperinflation, 
water pricing and demand, 
benefit-cost analysis, 
privatization, and other topics in 
applied economics.

Further, he has written 
extensively as a columnist for 
Forbes magazine. This is the 
first time Prof. Hanke will be 
served as a keynote speaker at 
a Research Conference in Sri 
Lanka. 

Prof. Hanke will deliver his 
keynote speech on the current 

financial crisis Sri Lanka is going 
through, the possible path the 
recovery will take, and economic 
models.

His keynote speech will be 
an eye opener for the industry 
practitioners and policymakers 
as the country is nearly empty 
on its foreign currency reserves, 
decreasing the ability to purchase 
imports and driving up domestic 
prices for goods.

Prof. David A. Aaker

Prof. David A. Aaker, 
widely known as the “Father 
of Modern Branding,” is an 
American organizational 
theorist, consultant, and 
professor emeritus at the Haas 
School of Business, University of 
California. He also serves as Vice 
Chairman of the San Francisco-
based growth consulting 
company Prophet.

He has been widely awarded 
for his immense contribution to 
the science of marketing, and 
he is the author of 100 articles 
and 14 books on marketing and 
branding. 
Out of many of his creations, 
Aaker’s brand equity model 
is well-recognized and widely 
tested by many scholars 
worldwide. This is the first time 
Prof. Aaker will be served as a 
keynote speaker at a Research 
Conference in Sri Lanka.

In his keynote speech, 
Prof. Aaker will talk about how 
the brands can mitigate the 
challenges while promoting 
them to the international arena 
in economically turbulent times. 
Both scholars and industry 
practitioners in Sri Lanka 
will find this pertinent since 
most Sri Lankan brands find it 
challenging to compete in the 
global market amidst the worst 
economic crisis the country has 
ever undergone.

Prof. Suhaiza Zailani

Prof. Suhaiza Zailani is 
a professor in supply chain 
and logistics in the Faculty of 
Business and Accountancy, 
University of Malaya. She has 
extensively published her work 
with more than 200 publications 
in indexed journals.

Her achievements in supply 
chain management are further 
evidenced by the number 
and quality of postgraduate 
students she has supervised as 
well as the number of research 
grants, consultations, training, 
industrial linkages, and 
professional appointments that 
she has successfully secured and 
fulfilled.

Prof. Zailani will deliver 
her keynote speech about the 
importance of drafting public 
policies to mitigate the post-
pandemic challenges. This will 
be a timely topic of interest to 
the global audience as most 
countries worldwide discuss the 
necessity of building resilience in 
the post-Covid-19 pandemic.

Prof. D.G. Dharmarathna

Prof. D.G. Dharmarathna 
is a Professor in Finance 
attached to the Department 
of Accountancy and Finance, 
Sabaragamuwa University of Sri 
Lanka. Currently, he serves as 
the Head of the Department of 
Accountancy and Finance.

He has published twelve 
research articles in refereed 
journals and more than ten 
international conference 
presentations. He is a Co-Editor-
in-Chief of the Asian Journal of 
Finance.

In his keynote speech, Prof. 
Dharmarathna will extensively 
discuss the emerging trends 
in the finance sector. This will 
be highly relevant and makes 
more sense in the Sri Lankan 
context, as the country has hit 
its worst financial crisis since its 
independence.

Mr. Lalith Seneviratne

Mr. Lalith Seneviratne is the 
Group Chief Executive Officer 
of Sri Lanka Telecom PLC. Mr. 
Seneviratne obtained a bachelor's 
degree in Electronics from the 
University of Kent, UK, and a 
master's degree in Electrical 
Engineering from the University 
of Calgary, Canada.

He is an engineer by 
training and pursued a career in 
telecommunications starting in 
1982 and has over fourty years 
of experience in the corporate 
field, primarily with Motorola 
Corporation.

At the 7th ICMR, he will 
deliver an invited speech 
representing the industry.

He will share professional 
advice and personal anecdotes 
about challenges businesses 
have to face when managing in 
economically turbulent times 
from his decades of experience.

Why should you join 7th 
ICMR 2022? 

Here is why you should 
join the 7th ICMR 2022. The 
conference is designed by 
a diverse group of expert 
committee members.

It addresses the most critical 
questions in the areas of Business 
Management, Accounting and 
Finance, Banking and Insurance, 
Marketing Management, 
Human Resource Management, 
Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Management, Tourism 
and Hospitality Management, 
International Business and 
Global Sustainable Practices, and 
more.

It will feature a prestigious 
panel of keynote speakers who 
will guide the discussion for 
maximum engagement, offering 
you a unique opportunity to learn 
from the pioneers of the field. 
Finally, it is your chance to share 
your knowledge with thousands 
of members of our network. 

We look forward to 
welcoming you to the 7th ICMR 
2022. Please visit https://www.
sab.ac.lk/mgmt/icmr for more 
information.
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