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International School of Western Australia (ISWA) an 
extension of International Institute of Health Sciences 
(IIHS), is Sri Lanka’s first-ever Institute to offer the Aus-
tralian Advanced Level program. ISWA gears students 
to not only obtain an Australian secondary educational 
qualification but also grooms them for their Australian 
journey. 

Established with the vision of being a positive and 
creative learning community that embraces its history 
and prepares students for life, International School of 
Western Australia (ISWA) is a strategic business unit 
of IIHS that is founded on the core values of Respect, 
Effort, Service, Positivity, Excellence, Creativity and 
Teamwork. 

At ISWA, students are prepared for their life in Aus-
tralia through an exclusive Australian Cultural Orienta-
tion online course which is conducted free of cost upon 
the completion of registration.  The course aims to ori-
ent them to the Australian culture in terms of living, 
studying and working. The students are prepped and 
educated to become global citizens, geared to face the 
global challenges of the 21st century with the necessary 
skill sets and knowledge. 

ISWA offers the Western Australian Certificate of 
Education (WACE) which is a two-year program cover-
ing Year 11 and 12 where students sit for the Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) examination at the 
end of Year 12. The base curriculum module includes 
English as an Additional Dialect or Language (EADL), 
exempting students from IELTS when they apply for 
their tertiary education which is an added advantage in 
terms of time and cost. 

“Sri Lankan youth have the courage and capability 
to achieve anything.  It’s a matter of giving them the 
right opportunity and at IIHS we are constantly striving 
to provide them with such suitable opportunities that 
will give them access to Higher Education in the inter-
national sphere. Majority of the students prefer going 
to Australia for higher education and our program aims 
to help them acclimatise and be comfortable with the 
Australian system“, said Dr. Kithsiri Edirisinghe.

The parent organisation IIHS recently appointed 
longstanding international education industry figure, 
Australian, Carl Jones to its board. “Starting an interna-
tional school is no light undertaking. But, ISWA is led by 
a team of very experienced educators who have steered 
IIHS to the forefront of higher education in Sri Lanka, 
largely through longstanding connections with inter-
national curriculum.  The management team is com-
plimented by a host of best-of-breed secondary school 
educators, including Australian staff, stated, Jones.

 A solid foundation is provided through an intensive 
foundation program for 3 months preparing students 
for the WACE as well as the Online Literacy and Numer-

acy Assessment (OLNA) which is a mandatory assess-
ment that determines the awarding of the WACE quali-
fication. Successful completion of the WACE along with 
the achieved ATAR score, will open doors for students 
granting them access to scholarships awarded by the 
Western Australian government. 

Admissions are now open for the September 2021 
intake with the foundation program commencing in 
September 2021 and the WACE commencing in Janu-
ary 2022. Students who have successfully completed 
London O/Ls or Local O/Ls (English medium) with 
minimum B grade for the required subjects including 
English and Mathematics are eligible to apply for the 
course.

The vaccination program for the 
officers of the Department of Ex-
aminations and the Ministry of Ed-
ucation commenced on 09/07/2021 
as the first step in the program to 
restart the education structure of 
the country and the resumption of 
school education.

Vaccination of all teachers in 
the island commenced on the 12th 
of this month. It is believed that as a 
first step after vaccinating teachers, 
we will be able to open 2962 schools 
with less than 100 children by Au-
gust.

Minister of Education Prof. 
G.L.Peiris said that there are two 
views regarding the dates of the GCE 
Advanced Level Examination and 
that a flexible and more practical 
decision should be taken following 
technical advice.

There are approximately two 
hundred thousand students appear-
ing for the GCE Advanced Level Ex-
amination for the first time. There 
are about 150,000 children appear-
ing for the second time.

The request of the students ap-
pearing for the examination for the 
first time is that it is appropriate to 
postpone the examination as it is 
difficult to complete the syllabus. 
But the students who are appear-
ing for the second time are request-
ing that the examination be held in 
October itself without any delay. A 
fair decision has to be made in this 
regard. Here the Department of Ex-
aminations has a great burden and 

a role to play. As an initial step, offi-
cials of the Department of Examina-
tions and the Ministry of Education 
were vaccinated.

The main problem that has 
arisen with regard to the releasing 
of the results of the GCE Ordinary 
Level Examination is the inability to 
conduct practical examinations of 
students who have studied eight (8) 
Aesthetic subjects.

That is why there has been a de-
lay in releasing the results. Out of 
the 622,000 students who sat for the 
GCE Ordinary Level Examination, 
about 169,000 have studied aes-
thetics. If practical tests cannot be 
conducted, then we are faced with 
the question of whether the results 

could be released after giving marks 
on the school-based assessment. We 
anticipate to take a decision based 
on technical advice after examining 
last year’s overall results and the re-
sults of the practical tests.

Similar issues have arisen with 
regard to the London examination 
at the University of Cambridge. 
They also make decisions in a very 
practical and flexible way. In such 
a situation, vaccination of the De-
partment of Examinations and the 
Ministry of Education becomes an 
extremely important task.

The Minister also expressed 
his gratitude to all those who sup-
ported the success of this vaccina-
tion program.

Carl Jones
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AL-BARAKHA INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL-BANDARAWELA

NEW ADMISSIONS
Online Registration for Semester 2021/22 

Now Open.

Inquiries: Telephone 057-2223399 / 

057-2222760 / 0704849006 (AGM)

Visit  our Facebook page and register Online.

AL-Barakha International School. 


